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Press Release
Single Department responsibility for integration of immigrants urged
The next Government should designate a single Government Department to take direct responsibility for the successful integration of immigrants into the Irish labour market and society in general, according to an Oireachtas Committee.

The Joint Committee on European Affairs, chaired by John Deasy, TD, has called for such an initiative to be taken without delay so as to ensure that all measures required to ensure a smooth transition for new arrivals are taken in a coordinated and timely fashion.

Said Mr. Deasy: “We made a similar proposal in a first report on immigration in March, 2005. As immigrants continue to arrive in significant numbers I believe that the Government which is formed after the general election should make this a priority.”

Since its first report was published the Joint Committee has held a number of meetings with immigration experts over the past two years and commissioned a study on best practices in other European countries in dealing with immigration issues.

In addition to the designation of a single Government Department, which is the practice in a number of these countries, the Joint Committee is calling for the establishment of a National Forum on Integration to ensure continuing dialogue and consultation between State representatives and immigrants’ organisations.
It also recommends the setting-up of one-stop shops staffed by civil servants and local authority officials, as well as settled immigrants, to advise newcomers; the establishment of an immigrants’ skills data base and the provision of classes for new arrivals in language, Irish  history and customs, and civics teaching.

Mr. Deasy added: “Many European countries have far greater experience than Ireland in dealing with immigration problems and they have valuable lessons to teach us about good models of integration. We can also learn from their mistakes.

The more successful ones have recognised that a distinction needs to be made between immigration and integration. In Ireland, the former is the responsibility of the Department of Justice and should remain so. But with an estimated 400,000 immigrants now living in this country and more arriving every day we believe that it is time for a single Government Department to be given the overall responsibility to ensure that immigrants become an asset and not a burden to the State.”
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A full copy of the report, including an executive summary, is available on the website of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on European Affairs www.euaffairs.ie
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